CPC Adult Sunday School
The Trinity, Pt. 6: God the Son- Mission

The WHAT

WCF 7.1: It pleased God, in His eternal purpose, to choose and ordain the Lord Jesus, His only begotten Son, to be the Mediator between God and man, the Prophet, Priest, and King, the Head and Savior of His Church, the Heir of all things, and Judge of the world: unto whom He did from all eternity give a people, to be His seed, and to be by Him in time redeemed, called, justified, sanctified, and glorified.

The HOW

WCF 7.2: The Son of God, the second person of the Trinity, being very and eternal God, of one substance and equal with the Father, did, when the fullness of time was come, take upon Him man's nature, with all the essential properties, and common infirmities thereof, yet without sin; being conceived by the power of the Holy Ghost, in the womb of the virgin Mary, of her substance. So that two whole, perfect, and distinct natures, the Godhead and the manhood, were inseparably joined together in one person, without conversion, composition, or confusion. Which person is very God, and very man, yet one Christ, the only Mediator between God and man.

Why is it important that Christ is both fully God fully man?

“Astonishingly, it was the very rejection of God that then drew forth the extreme depths of his love. In his response to sin, we see deeper than ever into the very being of God.” – M. Reeves 

What exactly do we see as the “very being of God” in his response to sin?

“Whoever does not love does not know God, because God is love. This is how God showed his love among us: He sent his one and only Son into the world that we might live through him. This is love: not that we loved God, but that he loved us and sent his Son as an atoning sacrifice for our sins” (1 Jn 4:8-10).

The WHY

“But why did the Father send his Son to us? A good enough reason seems to be given in John 3:16, “God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son.” That is stunning enough, but later on in John’s Gospel, Jesus speaks of an even more primal and potent reason. Praying to his Father, Jesus says: “Righteous Father, though the world does not know you, I know you, and they know that you have sent me. I have made you known to them, and will continue to make you known in order that the love you have for me may be in them and that I myself may be in them” (Jn 17:25-26). That is, the Father sent his Son to make himself known—meaning not that he wanted simply to download some information about himself, but that the love the Father eternally had for the Son might be in those who believe in him, and that we might enjoy the Son as the Father always has.” – M. Reeves

Is that a more potent reason? If so, why don’t we talk about it more?

“Ultimately, the Father sent the Son because the Father so loved the Son—and wanted to share that love and fellowship. His love for the world is the overflow of his almighty love for his Son.” – M. Reeves

“Far from hoarding his glory, the Father gives it, freely and fully, to his Son. It is simply that he will give it to no other than his Son…this is at the heart of why the triune God’s salvation is so infinitely superior to the salvation offered by any other god. For the Father gives all his glory, his love, his blessing, his very self exclusively to his Son—and he then sends his Son to share with us his fullness. “I have given them the glory that you gave me” (Jn. 17:22). The Father, then, is not about sprinkling blessings from afar, and his salvation is not about being kept at a distance, merely pitied and forgiven by our Creator. Instead, he pours all his blessing out on his Son, and then sends him that we might share his glorious fullness. The Father so loves that he desires to catch us up into that loving fellowship he enjoys with the Son. And that means I can know God as he truly is: as Father. In fact, I can know the Father as my Father.” – M. Reeves

“As Israel’s high priest would symbolically bring the people of God before the Lord by that plate over his heart, so Christ would bring us, in him, before his Father. God the Son came from his Father, became one of us, died our death—and all to bring us back with him to be before his Father like the jewels on the heart of the high priest.” – M. Reeves

WCF 7.3: The Lord Jesus, in His human nature thus united to the divine, was sanctified, and anointed with the Holy Spirit…

“The more trinitarian the salvation, the sweeter it is. For it is not just that we are brought before the Father in the Son; we receive the Spirit with which he was anointed. Jesus said in John 16:14 that the Spirit “will bring glory to me by taking from what is mine and making it known to you.” The Spirit takes what is the Son’s and makes it ours.” – M. Reeves

Passive vs Active Obedience

WCF 7.4: This office the Lord Jesus did most willingly undertake; which that He might discharge, He was made under the law, and did perfectly fulfill it; endured most grievous torments immediately in His soul, and most painful sufferings in His body; was crucified, and died, was buried, and remained under the power of death, yet saw no corruption. On the third day He arose from the dead, with the same body in which He suffered, with which also he ascended into heaven, and there sits at the right hand of His Father, making intercession, and shall return, to judge men and angels, at the end of the world.

WCF 7.5: The Lord Jesus, by His perfect obedience and sacrifice of Himself, which He through the eternal Spirit, once offered up unto God, has fully satisfied the justice of His Father; and purchased, not only reconciliation, but an everlasting inheritance in the kingdom of heaven, for those whom the Father has given unto Him.

What does Christ’s obedience mean for us in our response? 
